
 

 

PTA Meetings for the 

2009 -2010 School Year  

   Valley View Elementary PTA 
will meet at 7:00 PM in the Valley 
View Elementary Center on the 
following dates: 

November 10, 2009 
No December Meeting ς 

January 12, 2010 
February 9, 2010 
March 9, 2010 
April 13, 2010 
May 11, 2010 

 

Child care is available for ages 3-11.  

3rd grade parents are asked to 
donate healthy snacks for our 

January meeting  
refreshment table.  

 
 
 
 

Math Department 

Sponsoring Interactive 

Parent Session  

   Please join us immediately 
after the November 10, 2009 
meeting with representatives 
from our Math Department, who 
will provide suggestions and tips 
for parents at home to 
supplement what their children 
are learning in the classrooms.  
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ññEEff ff ee cc tt ii vv ee   cchh aa nn gg ee   ii ss   nn oo tt   ssoo mm ee tt hh ii nn gg   yy oo uu   dd oo   tt oo   pp ee oo pp ll ee ..       II tt '' ss   

ssoo mm ee tt hh ii nn gg   yy oo uu   dd oo   ww ii tt hh   tt hh ee mm ..òò  -  K. Blanchard & T. W aghorn  

 

Dear Parents, Teachers, Students and Staff: 

   We would like to share our deepest gratitude to each and every one of 
you for your support during the past four months, the breadth of our 
volunteers is more than we could have expected.  You have been called 
on to support new initiatives and lend a hand to make them a reality.  
Homeroom Representatives, Student Yearbook, and Informative Parental 
Meetings are a start.  Items that are currently being pursued include after 
school programs for students, Family and Community Event Nights, and 
Go Green initiatives.   Thank you Mr. Daley, Mr. McKane, Mrs. Kishel, 
and teachers for all of your time, energy and support! 

   This year has been an extremely difficult year for many of our 
community members financially.  While the decisions were not easily 
made, fundraisers have been reduced this fall before the holidays.  Class 
holiday photos, Santaôs workshop during school hours, and a fall 
supplemental consumer goods fundraiser were curtailed to help eliminate 
extra spending at home.  At first glance, it may seem like things have 
been reduced in regards to what the PTA has historically done.   
However, what has been added to the agenda encourages new 
programs and family involvement that are relatively low in cost or free.   

   The priority of goals is to cover core programs and field trips first and 
foremost.  Our 3rd grade class is going to Philadelphia on a walking tour, 
2nd grade will be visiting Robertsonôs Science Museum, and our 5th grade 
classes have asked to go to the Philadelphia Zoo.  These are great 
opportunities for our children!  Applications for grants to supplement 
these trips and other events for our organization are being pursued.   

   Your voice is important; you are encouraged to join our committees and 
to assist planning and volunteer for our events during the remainder of 
the year.  We are well aware that change is not always easily accepted.  
Some of our walking this year is down a new path, and it is to be 
expected that there may be a few stumbles to work out along the way.  
Please do not hesitate to contact either of us personally or bring forth 
your questions at our general meetings to clarify your concerns.   

   Please bring your family and join us at our unprecedented 1st annual 
Health and Fitness Fair on November 18th at the Elementary Center and 
on November 19th for the semi-annual Book Fairs at each school.  Enjoy 
your Thanksgiving Holiday!   

 

Kristie Strubeck, President  Amy Borgacci, 1st Vice President 

 HH aavvee  aa  WW oonn ddeerr ff uu ll   TThhaann kk ssgg ii vv ii nn ggéé  



Smoking Stinks!!!  

   In conjunction with National PTA Healthy 
Lifestyles Month, VVE PTA and the American 
Lung Association will present ñSmoking 
Stinks!ò on Thursday, November 12, 2009 to all 
students in the Elementary and Intermediate 
Schools.   

   Mr. Tony Delonti will discuss the health 

risks of smoking all types of tobacco products including chewing 
tobacco and second-hand smoke.  He will launch a slide show with 
other visual aides to teach the students the importance of avoiding 
smoking and maintaining a healthy lifestyle. 

 

Family Fitness Night & Health Fair  

The Valley View Elementary PTA is hosting a ñFamily Fitness 
Night and Health Fair.ò 

  

When:   Wednesday, November 18, 2009 
Time:    6:00pm-8:00pm 
Where:  Elementary Center Gym 
Admission:   2 cans of food 

  

   We are ready to kick off the holiday season with a family night of 
fitness and fantastic fun!!  Please come and join us for an evening of 
physical activities, dancing (Yes! We have a DJ!) and information 
booths from various health agencies and other area professionals of  
all kinds.  
   We are also having a canned food drive for the Thanksgiving holiday 
to help area families enjoy a Thanksgiving dinner.  Please remember 
to bring your nonperishable, non-glass, non-expired food items the 
night of the event. We will be using those 2 cans as mini weights 
during our workout session.  
   It is so important to understand that overall good health and physical 
fitness are essential for learning to occur.  So, letôs get up and move it 
and letôs ñStomp Out Hungerò while weôre at it too!! SEE YOU THERE!! 

Holiday Giving Tree   

   Requests to have your child sponsored should be 

made by November 6th with Diane Munley at  

876-4960. 
   We realize that this year is a particularly difficult 

year for many families. Please do not hesitate to ask 

for support for your children K-5 grades.  The request 

is confidential and no names are ever circulated.   

   An ornament tree will be at the PTA General Meeting 

for members to sponsor a child for the Giving Tree. Donations in any 

denomination are welcomed to support the program.  One hundred 

percent (100%) of the donations will be used on the children. 

   Pick up for the Giving Tree and uniforms will be Thursday, 

December 10th at the Elementary School between 5:30 and 8:30. 

 

GGee rr tt rr uu dd ee   HH aa ww kk    
PPii cc kk uu pp   

   Gertrude Hawk candy order pick-
up will take place on Saturday, 
November 14, 2009 from 9:00 AM 
until 2:00 PM.  Please mark your 
calendars!   
 

CCoo aa tt   DDrr ii vv ee   

   Parents are encouraged 
 to drop off new and gently  
used coats and uniforms during the 
scheduled parent teacher conferences 
on November 18-20 at both the 
Elementary and Intermediate Schools.  
There will be drop off bins in the 
schools through November 20, 2009.    

   The coat pickup will be Monday, 
November 23rd between 5-7pm at the 
Elementary School.  Please contact 
Diane Munley at 876-4960 or Kristie 
Strubeck at 470-5770 if you have any 
questions. 
 

 

SSee cc oo nn dd   GGrr aa dd ee   

PPii zzzzaa   HH uu tt   NN ii gg hh tt   

Monday, November 23, 2009 
Thanksgiving Theme 

 

   Please call Kelly McLaughlin at  
499-8924 if youôd like to volunteer. 

HH oo ll ii dd aa yy   OOpp ee nn   HH oo uu ss ee   

   This year is flying by and it's been 
going great so we all deserve to 
celebrate. The Valley View Elementary 
PTA is hosting a Holiday Open 
House at AJ's Club Soda on Friday, 
December 11, at 6 pm.  

   You can come and pay as you 
go, eat and be merry or just come and 
socialize. There is no money needed 
up front but we would ask you 
to RSVP by December 1st.   

   Everyone is welcome, and we look 
forward to seeing you there. For 
more information or to RSVP call 
Amy Borgacci at 876-0630 or Kristie 

Strubeck at 470-5770.  



 

Planetarium Dome Theater é òBringing the Universe to Youó 

   The PTA is sponsoring The Planetarium Dome Theater for grades 3-5 on December 10thï11th.  The 

Planetarium Theater was developed by Rice University and Houston Museum of Natural Science with NASA 
REASoN support.  It offers the latest in fish-eye lens projection technology creating a totally immersive 
experience that rivals IMAX.  Samples of programs are:  Stellarium, Saturn, The Ring World II, Earthôs Wild 
Ride, Future Moon, The Dinosaur Prophecy, and Passport to the Universe. Each classroom will be viewing a 
program of the teacherôs choosing. 

   The Dome will be available to students and parents for 8 nighttime viewings on December 10th.  We are 
encouraging elementary students to also get a chance to enjoy the shows.  One class at both the 
Elementary and Intermediate Schools which collects the most box tops to date as of 11/30/09 will 
receive a ticket to view a nighttime show of their choosing.  The 
charge for all others viewing the showings will be $4.00.  

   Each show will house up to 40 people.  The shows, times and tickets 
will be available at the November General PTA meeting.  Additionally, 
after the meeting, the schedule will be posted online at vvepta.org, and 
the remaining tickets can be requested by contacting 
valleyviewpta@yahoo.com. 

   Check out previews for the shows on www.dometheater.net. 
 

 

Annual  Breakfast  With Santa  

Come and join us for our annual breakfast with Santa!  The event will be held Saturday, 
December 12, 2009 from 9 am-12 pm in the High School cafeteria. Enjoy a continental 
style breakfast, crafts, music, basket raffles, and pictures with Santa!! Tickets will be $7.00 

each and will be on sale during the PTA Meeting, Tuesday, November 10th at 7 pm and 
during the Gertrude Hawk Candy pick-up on Saturday, November 14th.  You can also fill 

out the form below and send it into school with your child. 

For more information please contact our Santa Breakfast Chairperson(s)  
Kristal Clifford @ 487-1705 or Maureen Cotroneo @ 489-8602. 

Please Detach  

 

Santa Breakfast Tickets  

Childõs Name: _____________________________________________________ 

Grade: ______________  Teacher: ________________________________  

No. of tickets: ________  

Total Enclosed (# of tickets @ $7 each): ________________________________  

* Your tickets will be sent home with your child.  

mailto:valleyviewpta@yahoo.com
file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\Preferred%20Customer\My%20Documents\PTA\www.dometheater.net


 
 

 

NOVEMBER IS PEANUT BUTTER LOVERS' MONTH!! 

   Did you know the average kid will eat around 1,500 peanut butter and jelly sandwiches by the time they graduate high 
school?  Peanut butter is an excellent source of protein, which your body needs to keep your muscles, skin, bones, and 
organs working well.  Peanut butter is also a good source of phosphorous, magnesium, Vitamin E, and niacin--all of which 
are essential for staying strong and healthy. 

HERE ARE SOME FASCINATING FACTS ABOUT PEANUT BUTTER: 
   1) Peanuts are not actually nuts at all! They are legumes, like beans, peas, and lentils. 
   2) Americans eat 3 lbs. of peanut butter per person every year.  That's about 700 million pounds, or enough to coat the 

 floor of the Grand Canyon! 
   3) Peanuts may be a favorite food, but you can find the shells in kitty litter, wallboard, fireplace logs, paper, animal feed 

 and sometimes as fuel for power plants! 
   4) Two peanut farmers have been elected President of the United States:  Thomas Jefferson and Jimmy Carter.  
   5) One acre of peanuts will make 30,000 peanut butter sandwiches. 

So, next time you are looking for a great snack, just grab that jar of peanut butter and put some on an apple, crackers 
or your favorite piece of bread!! 
  

LET'S MAKE SOME HOME-MADE PEANUT BUTTER 
Ingredients:  Roasted unshelled peanuts, vegetable oil, sugar (optional), salt (optional) 
Supplies:  Blender for smooth peanut butter, food processor for chunky 
  

Preparation:  Begin shelling peanuts and measuring out 1 cup of shelled nuts. Remove red skins from the peanuts.  For 
smooth peanut butter, chop peanuts in blender until smooth.  For chunky peanut butter, use food processor to chop nuts 
until they are at the desired consistency. Add 1-2 tablespoons of vegetable oil, a bit at a time, and regrind or reblend until 
it looks like peanut butter.  Add only a little bit of sugar or salt at a time until it tastes just right.  Store your homemade 
peanut butter in a jar in the refrigerator.  Enjoy!! 

 

 

 

Intermediate School Students  

Attend òBox Out Bullying ó Program  

    VVE PTA wishes to thank Box Out Bullying theatrical 
group for presenting a program on the topics of bullying and 
peer pressure on October 26, 2009, for the entire Intermediate 
School.  It was an educational, interactive, live performance that 
encouraged positive discussion, an awareness of potential bullying, 
and empathy among students.   

   The program used comedy and proven bullying prevention 
techniques coupled with special effects, games, and role-playing to 
empower students to stop bullying.   They were great as well!! 

Homeroom Activities Update  

   Thank you to everyone who recently volunteered to be 
a Homeroom Representative.  We were very pleased with the 
support for this new program.  Those who were randomly selected 
for this role did an excellent job in planning the recent 
Halloween parties!   

   Homeroom Representatives will meet before the November 10th 
general meeting at 6:15 pm.  We look forward to any suggestions 
you may have for upcoming events.  You may email your ideas to 
joditomassoni@yahoo.com.   

 

By Cindy Iyoob MS, RD, LD 

Sincere Thanks to : 

   Blakely Police Chief Guy Salerno 
for his safety presentation to all 2nd 
graders.  He discussed bullying, gun 
safety, 911 call for all emergency 
situations, transportation safety (bus, 
car, bike), and stranger danger.  He was 
really great!!! 

   Dr. Richard Martin for taking time out 
of his busy schedule to discuss a very 
important topic that is on everyoneôs 
mind.  His question and answer format 
about H1N1 and seasonal flu was very 
informative and helpful.  Thanks again, 
Dr. Martin. 

The following businesses for their 
donations for our Red Ribbon Week 
Events: 

Lavender Goose 
Village Florist 

Summerhouse Florist & Gifts 
Four Seasons 

mailto:joditomassoni@yahoo.com


2009/2010 LifeTouch Yearbooks  

   We are very excited to be able to offer the LifeTouch yearbooks this year. They will be an all-encompassing 
memento of the entire year. In past years we offered only a glimpse of school life through the Christmas Holiday 
and Easter Bunny Photos. This year, photos will be taken throughout the year for inclusion in the books. We will 
not take the Santa and Bunny photos this year as a separate class photo ï however, candid holiday pictures of 
the children with Santa and the Bunny will be taken during the parties to celebrate these events. Remember also 
that within the yearbook you will see photos of the Pumpkin Patch trips, Play Day, Field Trips, Dr. Seuss Day, 
Book Fairs, Family Fun Evenings, and all other PTA and school programs and events. LifeTouch will also provide 
a class photo for each grade on a page in the yearbook.    

   Two yearbooks will be produced and ordered ï one that captures the students at the Elementary School and 
one for the Intermediate School. Each book will be 52 pages in length and many options are available for you to 
customize your particular book.  

   The first sale of the books begins November 16th and runs through December 23rd. The price for a full-
color, 52 page book is $15.00. The yearbook sale will not be held as a fundraiser. Parents are able to 
purchase the book at cost. We were able to secure excellent pricing due to our long-standing relationship with 
LifeTouch and as a courtesy to our PTA. The PTA plans to pay any tax and shipping cost incurred to help keep 
this price affordable for families. Sample books will be available at the November PTA meeting for your review.  

   Yearbooks will be delivered this summer and we will coordinate distribution upon receipt. A summer delivery 
ensures that events such as Play Day and class field trips, which are typically held at the end of the year, will be 
included in the books. 

   Again, let me say that we are thrilled to bring this to our students, 
parents and teachers this year and hope that it will become a 
memento that your family will purchase and cherish. Should you 
have any questions about the sale, please contact Amy Borgacci at 
876-0630 or Debbie Smith at 876-2949. 

Going Green  Initiative  

   If you are interested in receiving our reminder that 
the newsletter is posted online and access it through 
the website, please email goinggreen@vvepta.org.   
Your message should include your name, your child's 
name, and their classroom teacher/grade.  If you  
have multiple children in our schools, please list all of 

your children and information. 

   Additionally, if you do not want to access the newsletter via the web, 
and have multiple children in your family, please contact 
newsletter@vvepta.org or send in a note with your child listing all of 
your children, classes/grades.  We will send home the newsletter with 
your youngest child, eliminating duplicate copies of the newsletter 
going home. 

Bon -Ton Community Day Event  

   Mark your calendars for the Bon-Ton Community Day Event on 
Saturday, November 14th from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.  Coupon Books are 
just $5 and the PTA retains the full $5 from each book sold.   Coupon 
books are still available!  Please contact Helen Shander at 876-8230 to 
purchase a coupon book.  Last day to purchase books from the 
PTA will be November 12.  Thanks so much for your support!!!!! 

PT A Membership Cards  

   Please note that the membership cards have been printed out 
through our new PTA system tool, OMDR.  You may pick up your card 
at the November, General Meeting.  All cards not picked up at the 
meeting will be sent home with your children. 

 

 

 

 

ñIs there a master list of 
qualified persons to provide 

tutoring in reading and/or 
math after school?ò 

  Yes.  The Guidance Office of each 
school houses a list of tutors.  The 
tutors are paid by the parents and the 
tutoring sessions are usually held at the 
Public Library.   

   Please do not hesitate to call the 
Guidance Counselors for names of 
tutors and/or additional questions. 

 

For more great information on 

PTA sponsored events an d 

programs visit www.vvepta.org  

mailto:goinggreen@vvepta.org
mailto:newsletter@vvepta.org
file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\Preferred%20Customer\Local%20Settings\Temp\www.vvepta.org



